The
entury
ouse

Historical
Society

Built with Rosendale Cement
and Still Standing

Sub Treasury, New York.

: = R s . * ¥
5 = s 7 ot i o 3

The New Custom House in its Sub Treasury period cD® C.H.H.S. Collections

The New York Custom House
Napanoch, NY Train Station
Napanoch Prison



NATURANEWS 2

Century House Historical Society

Rosendale, New York 12472-0150
Phone: 845-658-9900
E-mail: mail@centuryhouse.org
Web: www.centuryhouse.org

Officers
President — Dietrich Werner
Vice President — Anne Gorrick
Secretary — Gayle Grunwald
Treasurer — Kristina Pavlov-Leiching

James Wood — Site Facilities Manager
"Our Website is maintained lByyesWrite .com”

Board of Trustees
Louisa Duffy Nancy Foutz Gayle Grunwald
Anne Gorrick Kristina Pavlov-Leiching
Anton Werner Dietrich Werner
© Copyright 2008

Message from the President

This spring | had the opportunitwtsit the wonderfully re-
stored Ontario & Western railroad station at NagéndY. To my sur-
prise, | was greeted by Society member Danny Z&lewRo is a volun
teer docent at the station. | was informed thastagon as well as the
nearby prison (The Eastern New York Correctionalilffg owns and
operates the station/museum.) were built with Rdakncement. A visi
to the station is well worth the drive. But be stadollow the direc-
tions. The Museum is open 10 AM-2 PM the first Sayndnd 2nd and
4th Wednesday of each month.

It has been a busy spring with evants visiting school
groups. The summer is going to be all to short@aswe working on th
repairs to the buildings at the Snyder Estate.Aigkest and hardest
roof on the Museum building was completed this w&®kh so much
work going on the days seem to not have enoughshour

Next year we celebrate the 400tharsary of Henry Hud-
son’s trip up the East River in 1609. We will atssiebrate the 200th
anniversary of the building of the Century Housedbyistopher Snyde
and his newly married son, Jacob L. Snyder in 1809.

O&W Station Napanoch, NY

Welcome New Members

520-C
178-1
521-F
522-|

Hudson River Valley Resorts - LongmeadovjA
Ken Davis - Newburgh, NY Welcome back
Judy & Bill Klock - High Falls, NY

Art Rafferty - Bloomingdale, NJ

523-F Bill & Patty Mastro - Highland, NY

524-1 Laura Steele - Red Hook, NY

525-F John R. Esposito - Catskill, NY

We still have a few copies of Peter
Genero’s bookThank Rosendalgavailable.
The cost is $16.65 + $4.45 S&New York State

residents must add sales tax)

Additions to the Society Library

93. The Life and Work of Edward Lamson Henry N.
A. 1841-191%lizabeth McCausland M.A.
New York State Museum Bulletin No. 339.
1945. Albany, N.Y.

94. Events of the PastB.J. Ramboll. Translated Sean
Martin. 1981. Herning, Denmark.

95. Notes on the Compresive Resistance of Free
stone, Brick Piers, Mortars and Concretes.
Q.A. Gillmore. John Wiley & Sons. New York.
2nd ed. 1890. [Includes an extensive report
cement from the F.O. Norton Cement Co. and
the Newark Company’s Rosendale cement,
Dyckerhoff and National Portland cement.]

96. Natural Cement. Michael P. Edison, ed. ASTM
Number STP 1494. American SocietyTfest-
ing Materials International. March(B. May
field, PA.

97. Unearthing Howes Cave A Community and a
Quarry from 1842 on.Dana Cudmore. Media
Services. 2005. Cobleskill, NY.

98. Unlikely Allies Fort Delaware’s Prison Commu
nity in the Civil War. Dale Fetzer & Bruce
Mowday. Stackpole Books. 2000. Mechanics
burg, PA. [Built with Rosendale cement.]

99. Josiah White Prince of PioneersEleanor Morton.
Stephen Daye Press . 1946. New York.

100-148.The Chemical Engineer.Richard K. Mead,
ed. A monthly journal of practicapplied, and
analytical chemistry. Vol. . Noveertil 904
No. 1 through Vol. VIII. DecembefQU8 No.
6. The Chemical Engineer Publishiitg
Allentown, PA; Philadelphia, PA; €ago, IL.
[The first 49 issues of a publicatfall of ce-
ment related articles.]

“The Villagers” Growing up in Rosendale,
New York.Stephen E. Huben, Jr. Self pub-
lished. 2007. About two dozen shighettes
of Rosendale village residents dyitine period
1945-1965.

149.
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SAVE THE DATE
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New York — March 24, 1834 Marks the date

New York Clty Custom House that Watson E. Lawrence signed a contract to sup-

ply 6,500 barrels of his best quality Hydraulic-Ce
Rosendale Cement Cement ContraCiﬁent to be used in the construction of a Custom
House in New York City. This Custom House later
became known as the New Custom House until it
became the Sub-Treasury Building . It is now omatdty the National Parks Service and called Thefdall National Museum.
The three Commissioners, Elishabitéh) Walter Bowne, and Samuel Swartwout, who gigihe contract on behalf of the

Original 1834 Cement Contract 1834 Cement Contract Signature page

Federal government all have interesting storidssh& Tibbits was one of the eleven com-
missioners authorized by the Charter of the Detawad Hudson Canal Company (in
1823) to receive subscriptions for stock in the pany. Tibbits was an active member of
the early Tammany Hall reform movement. To thetrigtshown a invitation card to an
event commemorating Andrew Jackson and the bdttiew Orleans. Tibbits was one of
the managers (organizers) of the 1829 event. litiaddo his interest in canals he was
also an early advocate of railroads. He was onbeoflirectors of the Rensselaer & Sara
toga railroad which received its charter from th&t&of New York on April 14, 1832. Tib
bits died Feburary 15, 1835 in a stage coach actitear Newburgh, NY on a trip to

Tammany Hall
Invitation Card 1829

Albany to attend to affairs of the railroad.
The Rensselaer & Saratoga railroad
opened operations seven months after his
death.

Walter Bowne was another of the
Commissioners who signed the contract.
Bowne was a merchant by trade, operating
a hardware business with Richard T. Hal-
let at the corner of Burling Slip and Water
Street. In 1803 Bowne married Elisabeth
Southgate. They had two children, Walter
Jr. and Mary King. Mary would marry
Watson Effingham Lawrence’s brother
John Watson Lawrence. Mayor Bowne’s
marriage was evidently a happy one but
one that sadly ended six years later with
the death of his wife when she was only
25 years old. Bowne would devote time
to politics serving three terms (1817-

1825) in the New York Senate and later
Custom House now the Federal Hall National Museunphoto NPS] serving several terms (1828-1832) as




NATURANEWS

mayor of New York. During his last year i
office Bowne was to be a passenger on th
first street railway (the New York and Har-
lem Road) to operate in New York. It is in-

teresting to note that almost thirty years later

in in a series of brief biographies of early
mayors of New York, published in tihdan-
ual of the Corporation of the City of New
Yorkby D. T. Valentine in 1863, that it was
stated that Bowne’s appointment by Con-
gress to serve as a Commissioner for the

erection of the Custom-house was the “Lakt

public duty of importance performed by
him.” He died August 31, 1846.

The third commissioner to sign the

contract was Samuel Swartwoutinlike
Tibbits who died in the Mid-Hudson valley

A cartoon published in 1838 showing former  office until the

Collector of the Port of New York, Samuel
Swartwout, and federal District Attorney,

Walter Bowne
lllustration from Manual of the Corporation of
New York 1863

Elizabeth Southgate Bowne

lllustration from A Girls Life Eighty Years

Ago 1887

Swartwout was born there in 1883. As a young maarBvout became interested in
land speculation and was closely involved with AeBurr and others in an attempt
to set up a independent county in the SouthwesartBwut was arrested in 1806
near New Orleans and jailed. Burr was acquittetiBin7 and then sailed to England
in 1808 to raise support for a revolution in Mexi&wartwout joined Burr in
Europe but returned in 1811 to serve in the War8if2. Swartwout was a strong

supporter of An-
drew Jackson for
president and was
rewarded in 1829
with the post of
Customs Collector
in New York. The
following spring
Jackson nominated
him to be Collector
of Customs. He
was to hold that

Spring of 1838. A notice published in 1837 in theNew York Timefor the construction of

Throughout his

William M. Price, who both fled to Europe. In  terms a Collec-
the cartoon the two men embrace, Swartwout tor of Customs Swartwout continued to have an @stein Texas matters. In
(I.) concealing a purse marked $1,500,000 and1836 the Republic of Texas navy’s fleet consistiednty four ships. When two
Price concealing one marked $1,200,000. The
actual amounts stolen was later determined to
have been $1,225,705.69 by Swartwout and
$72,000 by Price. On a wall at left is a poster
for the Theatre Royal, featuring"First appear-
ance From U. S. America. New Way to Pay Old
Debts. Raising the Wind. Catch him who can."
Swartout says Welcome thou pearl of wondrous
"Price."/ Thou oracle of Tammany Hall./ | hope

you've got a handsome slice./ Since I've in
put the ball.Price answers:Of Ex Collectors

motion

you're the man/ | wear within my heart of hearts;/

From pure regard, all that | can/ I've done and

come to foreign parts:/ And though defaulter |
may be/ & cause my party great regret./ Fees he was one of the incorporators of both the Newk¥rd Albany Railroad and

(when in Office) due to me,/ Will fairly balance the New York and Erie Railroad Company.

all my debt.

DeWitt Clinton ~ Mohawk & Hudson RR 1831

the First lighthouse at Rondout.
Swartwout was in charge of the Collectors Office .

of them, the Brutus and Invinci-
ble, were in danger of being sold
in New York for not paying for
repairs Swartwout paid the bills
with his own funds. A thankful
Texas in 1838 named a town 75
miles North of Houston on the
east bank of the Trinity River in
his honor. Like Tibbits and
Bowne, Swartwout was also in-
terested in railroads. It is re-
ported that he was a passenger
on one of the trial runs of the
DeWitt Clinton in 1831. In 1832

Continued on page 13
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1880s Masonry Materials

Dealer’s Cash Ledger

This little 12 1/2" x 5 1/2” cash ledger recordsesa
and purchases by an unknown dealer in cement, pfaster
of Paris, hair, lath, fire brick, brick and sandlather ma-
sonry products. 107 of the 256 pages have entoiesring the
period between October 1882 and March 1884. Surttee
cement and lime sold is mentioned by name. G. fReLi
(Glens Falls) and Jointa Lime (also from Glensdjahd Ro-
sendale and Jamesville cement. Other cement aedsim
listed without and brand identified. E.B. Alvo&dCo. a ce-
ment, lime and plaster manufacturer in Jameswilté Alvord,
Dixon & Co. a dealer in cement, Lime and plaster lca
found in the ledger. This dealer sold cement, liplaster,
sand in bricks in small quantities. A entry for Novber 20,
1883 shows a sale of 2 bushels of cement and sah8G
bricks. The largest cement sale in one day wa6 furls at a
price of $5.40. It is interesting to note that sad¢ Portland
cement during the eighteen months covered by ¢aigdr
rarely ocurred, but a few sales were made, mosthyliikn-
ported from England, Germany or Belgium. [DEW]

Above. Detail from page 94 showing the sale of .2%nts
worth of JV (Jamesville) cement and Rosendale cemeval-
ued at $2.60. Below. Page 94-95 of the ledger. Above. The front cover of the ledger. Below. ledgespine.
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Sprlng Spruce Up Day April 20.— The Society’s annual Spring Spruce Up Day this yess
an extra busy day. In addition to the routinergpiihores of organizing the Estate grounds foctming season the
approximately two dozen Society volunteers
were joined by a task force of volunteers
from New Jersey Tri-State Speleological So-
ciety and Northern New Jersey Grotto. The
TS3 & NNJG folks (Wayne Russell, Julie
Roselius, Rick Orben, Art Rafferty, Tom and
Brian Barton) concentrated on the Widow
Jane Mine. New
lights, donated by
Wayne, were in-
stalled in the mine.
Wayne also do-
nated two picnic Underground parking?
tables which will be
located in the area
Julie Roselius near the cave en- Tom Barton
trance. As always
all that work and fresh air made
everyone ready and eager for the
now famous Pot Luck Lunch. This
years hits were Gayle Grunwald’s
raspberry muffins and Louisa
Duffy’s renowned hot mac &
cheese with sausage casserole. No
wonder so many volunteers show
up for the first event of the season at
Steve digs in the Snyder Estate. 1st shift

Steve & Helen Sulko

Bard College Geology Class visits Snyder Estate

April 20. — Bard College Geology professor Catheria O’Reilly brought one of her classes on a fieldip
to the Widow Jane Mine. After studying the area irand around the Widow Jane Mine the students all e with a
special unexpected treat. Notice that the studentgave small white wrappers. Cement rock? No. As tlyewere
headed back to the parking lot they all picked upecial Snyder Estate Raspberry muffins.

Bard students meet Art Rafferty in the Widow Jane Mne Professor Catherine O’'Reilly (far right) and Bard sudents



NATURANEWS

2008 Spring NRO
at the Snyder Estate

The weekend of May 16-18 found over 100
members of the Northeast Regional Organizatiorn-gat
ered at the A.J. Snyder Estate for its annualn§pri
Field Meet. This years Spring NRO was hosted by the
Northern New Jersey Grotto.

The preparations for the Spring

NRO at the Snyder Estate started in April. Art Retff, the NNJG co-chair,

seemed to have become a resident in the WidowNMare In the weeks

leading up the mid May event Art appears to hgpsnsevery moment of
his free time at the mine. The end result was laplenned three day event that went off withotnitah.

Art Rafferty heading into the darkness Ready—Just in case The Saturday night Feast—worth waiting in line for
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Dutchess County Community College students
at the entrance to the Widow Jane Mine

Dutchess County Community College Environmental Gdogy
Examine the A.J. Snyder & Sons cement kilns

DCC students in the Widow Jane Mine on April 17 vig

Dutchess County
Community College
Environmental Geology Class
Do Widow Jane Mine Tour

Students from Dutchess Community Calgeg
Environmental Geology course were lead by Professor
Timothy Welling on a tour of Window Jane’s Mine
located on the grounds of the Snyder Estate ireRos
dale, NY. Students studied the type and geologic
structure of sedimentary rock used in the natugal c
ment mining industry as well as the techniques em-
ployed in both mining and processing the natural ce
ment. They commented on how interesting the indus-
try was and how little they knew about it even thlou
it was located close byf.Timothy Welling]

Ulster County Community College
Summer Field Course
“Geology of the Hudson Valley”
Visit A.J. Snyder Estate

Students from SUNY Ulster County Com-
munity College in Stone Ridge visited the Widow
Jane Mine with geology professors Steven
Schimmrich and Karen Helgers on May 28. The stu-
dents were taking a two-week summer field course
on the geology of the Hudson Valley and visited
rock outcrops throughout the region between New
York City and Albany. Practically in the college’s
backyard, the Snyder Estate was a significant stop
for the course since it's one of the few easilyesec
sible room-and-pillar cement mines from the histori
Rosendale cement industry. In addition to learning
about the mining and processing of Rosendale natu-
ral cement, students also studied the local steatig
phy of the Rondout Formation rock strata and exam-
ined 418 million-year-old marine coral and sponge
fossils in Glasco Limestone layer which forms the
roof of the mine.

Rocks of the Rosendale cement district
formed in a very different environment from today’s
world. Thanks to plate tectonics, our local area wa
actually south of the equator in a hot, arid, sytitr
cal climate zone. Seas were flooding an area thét h
formerly been dominated by large mountains formed
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Bruderhof Geology
Class visits (May 25)

the Widow Jane Mine
Not only college and univer-
sity students find the resources at
the Snyder Estate of interest. Jordan
Mandel, instructor, has been bring-
ing his geology students to the
Widow Jane Mine for a lesson on
economic and environmental geol-
ogy. A visit to the Widow Jane
mine is not only informative but
also lots of fun[DEW]

Jordan Mandel’s students at the
Southwestern entrance to the Widow Jane
Mine

by the collision of volcanic islands some 50 mitligears earlier. Shallow marine water, teeming with
vertebrate life, alternated with hypersaline lagopand muddy tidal flats as sea levels fluctuatezt sev-
eral million years of time. The land surfaces waraost entirely devoid of life other than a fewlgar
spore-bearing plants and insects. Further offsteoneicrocontinent approached and would later oellid
with eastern

North America

to form Himala-

yan-sized moun-

tains and the area

we today call

New England.

By traveling

around the re-

gion, and careful

examining the

local rocks and

fossils they con-

tain, students

learned how ge-

ologists piece to-

gether this story

of Earth history.

[SHS]
Steven
H. Schimmrich
is, Associate
Professor of Ge- UCCC students taking the “Geology of the Hudson Méey” class check fossils in the Glasco lime-
ology & Earth stone at the southern face of the Widow Jane Mine

Sciences. De-
partment of
Mathematics, Sciences, & Engineering. SUNY Ulsteu@y Community College, Stone Ridge, N.Y.
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National Trails Day at the
Snyder Estate

National Trails Day at the Snyderdistwvas
celebrated by a Service Learning Project for trail
maintenance. Thanks to Lower Esopus River Watch ,
Kingston High School students, Learn & Serve Amer-
ica, Mid-Hudson Service Learning Institute, the NYS
Education Department and Society volunteers for
making this event possible. Special thanks to Bixo
Onderdonk, Rick Fritschler, Pete Schultis and Gayle
Grunwald. Not all was work. A visit to the museum
and history lecture in the very cool Widow Jane din
added to the trail work learning experience.

1. Steam Boiler

4. Snyder Estate Entrance

2. Old culvert pipe

5. Widow Jane Mine Trail

Photos by: Laura Petit-1, 5, 7, 10 & 11. Gayle®vald - 4, 6, 8, 9

3. Tan House Brook Trail

& 12. D. Werner =2 & 3.
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6. Victoria Shows off her certificate

National Trails Day at the
Snyder Estate

9. Barbeque Lunch

11. A cool spot at the Fire Ring

7. Zach Petit

8. Rick, “Super chef”

10. What'’s up froggy?

12. KHS students & Dixon Onderdonk
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Samuel Swartwout

ile Empires

But of all of Swartwout’s deeds omansls out
from all the rest; a feature which is includedistories of
government conspiracies and scandals. Swartigut f
ured in two such scandals. The first being in emtion
with Aaron Burr and the Western Conspiracy the sddn
which a new name for theft of government funds was
coined “Swartwouting. After the end of his secoardt as
Collector of Customs Swartwout was accused of lavin
stolen over a million and half dollars from the g&vern-
ment. He fled to Europe in 1838 to avoid possibies.
He remained there till 1841 when he returned ttheshis
accounts with the government. Swartwout was tdebtie
stain of this scandal to the end of his life. Az las 1853,
when he was seventy, he wrote letters to the edittire
New York Times showing that no suit was pending
against him as certified by the clerk of the Cadrthe
Southern District of New York. Today “Swartwoutingdn-
by Tony Bass from the cover Bfag- tinyes on a much grander scale but time has ethaeterm
as it has also erased the town of Swartwout, Téras the

Alexander Jackson Davis

map.
Swartwout, Texas is now buried by the
waters of Lake Livingston Reservoir.
The New Custom House was
designed by America’s pioneer architec-
tural firm; Ithiel Town and Alexander
Jackson Davis. During their partnership
they designed several state and federal

buildings. The partnership was desolved

in 1835. Davis continued to work in the

Hudson Valley designing several notable
buildings; some of which are open to the

public. Among these notable buildings
are the Plumb-Bronson House in Hud-
son, Montgomery Place in Annandale,

Locust Grove in Poughkeepsie, The
Dutch Reformed Church in Newburgh,
and Lyndhurst in Tarrytown.

Watson Effingham Lawrence
Pioneer Cement Manufacturer

Elevation drawing for the New York Custom House byA.J. Davis 1833
Avery Architectural Library

Six thousand five hundred barrelsexhent may not seem like a large
quantity of cement but for those times it was gy Varge order. It was only sixteen
years earlier (in 1818 during the constructionhef Erie canal.) that the first Ameri-
can manufactured hydraulic cement was producedsdddE. Lawrence was one of
the pioneers in the cement manufacturing busimeklster county. Lawrence was
shipping cement from Rosendale via the not yet deteg Delaware and Hudson
canal as early as the fall of 1827. The local prepsrted all canal boats that entered
and cleared the weigh lock in Eddyville, NY; tl@amings and goings of Lawrence’s
cement laden canal boat as well as those of Lukasritlorf who would later sell to
Lawrence his cement interests. Lawrence had puedhiais first cement lands in
June 1827 and was to continue to acquire more delan@ats and mill seats as he ex-
panded his business. After the signing of the Gudttnuse cement contract on
March 24, 1834 he again expanded his cement hddiggurchasing J. & W.
Freer’s grist mill and cement properties from Jétamilton and Jacob H. Dewitt, all
in the Town of Esopus. Eventually Lawrence wasvim aement lands in the Town
of Marbletown and Hurley, which would later becoResendale in 1844, and in the
Village of Rondout as well as above mentioned pridgein the Town of Esopus. A
section of Rosendale, west of the village of Roaédn the road to High Falls,
would become to be known as Lawrenceville.

The confluence of all these persosageelationship to a American made

product, Natural Cement, or as it later became knd®osendale Cement, was a
result of this product’s ability to fill a need ingrowing nation.

| would like to thank Society membeAnne Lawrence, a former Rosendale resident and aréct descendent of Wat-
son Effingham Lawrence for the donation of the Watsn E. Lawrence contract to the Society [DEW]
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