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Message from the President

We have been notified by the NYS OffaédParks,
Recreation & Historic Preservation that the gramtrépairs
to Society buildings has been approved and thaac¢heal
release of funds is being processed. Hopefully wiebe
able to complete the roof repairs prior to the Wweabe-
coming to cold. We will be able to do inside wonkritig
the winter months and come spring all hands topsceand
paint. Don't forget to call if you have any time\olunteer

Grade school, high school, college amigersity
group visits have continued to use the Snyder &stat
grounds as a learning tool. Several scout troodgfaa LI
chapter of the ADK have also visited. Taet quarte
of 2007 bodes to be a busy one. Take a look aighem-
ing events on the back page of the newsletter. evark-
ing on bringing you a great program for the Annuailet-
ing. The meeting date, time, and location aressekeep
Sunday December 2 free.

This year was the two hundredth amsaey of
Robert Fulton’s four day steamboat trip up the Hunds
River. | was really surprised that there were retgcele-
brations up and down the Hudson to commemorate thi
event. Lets hope that we don’t miss, in 2009 folue hun-
dredth anniversary of Henry Hudson’s trip up thedbbn.

Welcome New Members

500-F Eric & Danelia Rose - Kingston, NY
501-F Jan Cohen & Monique Frumberg - BinnewaterNY
502-1 Catherine Oreilly - Annandale, NY

Additions to the Society Library
57. Jay Gould The Story of a Fortune.Robert Irving
Warshow. Greenberg. New York 1928. [Jay Gould and
Oliver J. Tillson spent 1852 surveying Ulster Cgunt
spending many weekends at the Tillson farm in Rosen
dale working on the first large map of Ulster Caouht
58.The Sights and Secrets of the National Capital:

A Work Descriptive of Washington City In all its
Various PhasesJohn B. Ellis. United States Publish-
ing Co. New York 1869. [Many Capital buildings were
built using American Natural cement.]

59.The Confederate PrivateersWilliam Morrison
Robinson, Jr. University of South Carolina PreBs-
perback ed. Columbia, SC. 1990. Original pub. Yale
University Press 1928. [Among the Union ships sunk
by Confederate Privateers was the B.K. Eaton loaded
with lime and cement from New York.]

60. That Ancient Trail {The Old Mine Road} First
Road of any Length Built in America. Amelia Stick-
ney Decker. Petty Printing Co. Trenton, NJ. 1942.
Signed by author.

61. Tip of the Hill {An Informal History of the Fair-
field Academy and the Fairfield Medical College.}
Thomas C. O’'Donnell. Black River Books. Boonville,
NY. 1953.

62. Water for Gotham A History. Gerard T. Koep-
pel. Princeton University Press. Princeton, NJ 2000

SAVE THE DATE

Century House Historical Society

Annual Meeting

And special program!

Sunday December 2
2 PM

Rosendale Community Center
Route 32

We still have a few copies of Peter
Genero’s bookThank Rosendalgavailable.
The cost is $16.65 + $4.45 S&MNew York

State residents must add sales tax)



NATURANEWS 3

Summer 2007 at the Snyder Estate

Society Volunteers at the Treasure Bazaar ?

Treasure Bazaar

Society volunteers have operated the Treas-
ure Bazaar in the Rosendale Wares store at 416
Main Street. On most weekends this summer, in-
cluding during the Rosendale Street Festival, you
would find volunteers busily moving newly (old)
donated items into the store and just as fastriopdi
a new home for these items. The Treasure Bazaar
has been a great fundraiser for the Society. The Ba
zaar will remain open on Sunday afternoons
through the fall.

Striatium

~The cave as a physical structure is imbued by hu-

man imagination with mystery, otherworldlinessuait and
secrecy, as well as being a historical form oftehelnd com-
fort from the harsher elements of nature. As pstehic cave
art suggests, its use as a means of recording ®i®mso,
paradoxically, a means of escaping the ordinarg+tring
into a special, womblike protective enclosure, ihicli one
may explore and experience an alternate realitgtotied,
echoed sounds, faint, or no, illumination, can comto cre-
ate a special environment within which to exploreimaner

real, both of the earth and of the mind. ~Throtlghmanipulation of these two variables-limitedhsignd distorted
sound-an attempt will be made to create a contdimplaitualistic environment for the audience tomerse them-
selves in: A space out of time and space. ~ Byhioimg electronic and processed live sounds wittation re-
cordings made in the area, the artists hope tdeceeaonic atmosphere: sound that fills space @d&fites it, and in-
teracts dynamically, both with the audience andcenee itself.

Kim Cascone and Gary Weisberg dedigean outstanding and unique performance.

Taiko Masala

Taiko Masala, Masayo Ishigure, and
the Faune Dance Troupe all in the Widow Jane
Mine for a performance which will long be re-
membered by those fortunate to have been in
attendance. But everyone can hear the drums of
Taiko Masala in the Widow Jane Mine by go-
ing to Hiro Kurashima’'s site, www.myspace.
com/taikomasala. You can also listen to Ma-
sayo Ishigure playing the Koto at her web site,
www.letsplaykoto.com. The Faune Dance
Troupe also has a web site where you can view
several dance performances. But naturally
nothing can match a live performance in the
Widow Jane Mine. We all hope that Taiko Ma-
sala will return next year.
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This years Hudson Valley Poets FRetks the
seventeenth year that the Century House HistoBoalety
has joined with Hudson Valley poets to presentyoet
readings in the Widow Jane Mine.

It all started when a group Roseedaka folks,
interested in providing a venue for poets to raadlfalks to
listen and interact with them, formed what wasezhthe
Creative Space Co-op in the late 1980s. They rehiedance
hall in Marvin Lang’ knish factory on Main Street i
Rosendale. The knish factory had in an earlieatimation
been a bar and restaurant as well as hotel farrome
decades known as the Valley Inn. In the late 1986%/alley
Inn was purchased by Tom Logan and re-named Stigdori
Lion Inn in honor of the first steam train loconw&ito run in
the United States. The locomotive had passed ob¢fevare
and Hudson canal which is located directly behiedkbar. The Creative Space Co-op eventually l@asspace in the knish factory
and in 1991 presented the first series of Poetgirgs in the Widow Jane Mine.

lllustration by Carol Zaloom

That first event was simply calledEPIRY in the MINE. Poetry and music will resoundtiire subterranean expanse of the
Widow Jane Quarry at the Snyder Estate in Rosendads the Space Coop sponsors an Open Reading fartiher cement mine
on Saturday 28, 1991 at 7:30PM. All mine readetsather aficionados of the deep & dark places ajeired to come and
celebrate the creative spirit in this unusual aratative ambience. Bring poems, candles, DRAMATtGeansible clothing, and
sturdy shoes. The festivities will kick off at ©:8eally), as a sizeable turnout is expected. Blona from this event will help the
Space Coop and the Century House Historical Sadi@tlyinformation call Rita Sorge. The followingar, 1992, the event was
called OPEN MINE READING. Then in 1993, the evetilt sponsored by the Creative Space Co-op, waamead ANNUAL
SUBTERRANEAN OPEN POETRY READING. Some of the sost past years have been as follows: The 3rddéimdeadings
were emceed by Richard Rizzi and Susan McKechne €fficee of the 6th reading was Rachel Falber rdgffeeller & Carl
Welden. Carl Welden was the solo emcee for théRethding. The format established in 1991 has bewe or less followed ever
since.

With the exception of the cancellataf the readings one year due to a hurricane aathar year a great thunderstorm
cutting off all electric power to Rosendale the @adrpoetry readings continue. We are now in thesgseries of subterranean
readings now hosted by Mike Jurkovic and undemtdmae Hudson Valley Poets Fest. Mike has continme@pen mic feature of
the readings but has also added an ever gredtef fsatured poets. Dennis Bressack-Ted Gill-Gedvgcholson-Matt Spireng-
Glenn Werner-Susan Ruckdeschel-Steve Worthy-RolBwtdd-Teresa Marta Costa-Ken Holland-Robert Mibgyb Wright-Kate
ymes— Irene O’Garden-Erin Hobson-Carol Graser-FtafRonca-Anthony Scarpantonio-Barbara Adams-EdaiBJ. Vanini
The Princes of Serendip— Oliver Grech-Amy Ouzoofliadd Giudice-Adrianne Delgado-Jim Eve-Carl Welddraddeus
Rutkowski-George Wallace-Janet Hamill & Moving St&on Lev-Will Nixon-Guy Reed-Steve Hirsch-Cheryhrde Rice-Samuel
Claiborne-Yankee Rose-Bill Seaton-Michelle Hill-Relba Schumejida-Terence Chiesa-Justin Parrinelfo\M@idcox-Bruce Weber-
Glenn River-Mike Jurkovic.

A selection of poems by thirty poetH be found in this years edition of Hudson \&lIPoets Fest. This project was made
possible (in part) through a grant from the Dutsh@sunty Arts Council, administrator of public fugithrough the New York State
Council on the Arts ‘Decentralization Program.” afkks go out to the poets, Society volunteers, amiks board member Anne
Gorrick, a poet in her own right. Thanks also t® Rosendale Library and the Mid-Hudson Library Asstion. [A limited number
of Hudson Valley Poets Fest 2007 are still avaddbl
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Boston College geological field mapping exercise Rosendale
By Yvette Kuiper

Between May 16 and May 23, 2007, five undergradsatdents (Alan Kasprak, Tony Keber, Katie Kudz@aroline
Shields and Petr Yakovlev) came with their profe¢¥wette Kuiper) and teaching assistant (Ben Wi#ito Rosendale to make a
geological map of the Williams Lake resort, as jpém course in Geological Field Mapping and Metho#hita Peck kindly gave

us permission to access the property. The Roseadadeis an
ideal area for such a mapping exercise, becausethdypes
are relatively easy to identify, and the rock |layare beauti-
fully folded and faulted. The rocks are sedimestsh as
sandstone, limestone and dolostone, with variossilfo Ro-
sendale is known for its past cement mining hist@he dolos-
tone layers were mined for cement, and the minestil pre-
sent in the area, including the Williams Lake résal layers,
including the mined dolostone layers were folded faulted
due to collisions between North America and otlttinents
during the past few hundreds of million years. Typdhe folds
and faults are still visible. Even the mines folldve folds,
which means that the mines may be horizontal, aartor in-
clined, and sometimes the mines can be seen tofallfold.
The mines make the area much more interesting &mping,
not only because it is exciting to find the comnyogpectacu-
lar mines, but also because they make for easyidectkifica-
tion!
Our time in Rosendale was very muddilitated and
Front row—Yvette D. Kuiper, Assistant ProfessopBement of Geology and Geo—m_ad_e more Interesting and fun, because of the laxll!;p[)f
physics— Boston College Dietrich Werner and Gayle Grunwald, who let us camghe
property of the Century House Historical Societiey did not
only give us a place to pitch our tents, but thisp @rovided us with tables, chairs, use of thei@ge House to work on maps, a
bathroom, an extra tent, information about the aaed pleasant company. | may never have foundloat this wonderful map-
ping area if it weren't for Kurt Burmeister, nowtae University of the Pacific, who introduced roghe local geology, and the lo-
cal people | have mentioned above. He mapped #wiardetail as part of his PhD project.

One week long the students were Ieytifying the rocks, unraveling the structurelté area and making a geological
map. In the end they did not only know much béttaw to make a geological map, but they even cameitipnew ideas about the
structure of the area.

Well, now that you have the genefedyse in mind of what we were doing in Rosend&&s move on to the juicy details
of daily life (which | have been asked to include.A} you know we stayed in tents. | always thinik ik fun, because | love being
outdoors, being able to hear the birds and otherralasounds when | wake up in the morning, nofiga busy road through my
front yard and simply sleeping in a tent. Tentsaey. However, my type of fun is sometimes somewlebatable. In my romanti-
cized picture of camping, | did, of course, notlie the bugs, poison ivy, hard ground to sleefeing too cold, too hot (the latter
not being too much of an issue), being wet, notritaaccess to electricity at all times in any antewat any location, etc. | usually
just get used to these things and enjoy beingarisnyway. Fortunately, so did everybody elsesadtito some extent, at some
point during the trip. Poison ivy, mosquitoes asgexially ticks were hard to get used to and | gtk we ever got used to the
ticks. They crawl everywhere. They attach anywhExen in those places you really don’t want themougih detail.

Cooking and eating was something wleodtside. When it rained we would sit under @ tar under the tent Gayle and
Dietrich provided. We were lucky to have Ben Wikkiwith us, who would miraculously produce theseufabs meals on the table,
from scratch. My favorites are the seafood pastam&de one night, and pancakes with fruit he madaéxt morning. | will never
make pancakes from a package again. Other favavides hamburgers with stuff in them (‘stuff’ beinggetables, sauce, spices and
eggs), tacos, pesto pasta and omelet's.

After the one week in Rosendale,
after everybody gained some mapping ex-
perience, tolerance (bugs, camping, other
people), a ‘Rosendale Cement’ T-Shirt, and
after a week of fun (really, not only in my
books), we went off to Vermont, New
Hampshire and Maine. We ended our trip in
Acadia National Park. Interesting rocks were
seen all along the way. Now we’re back
home. But Rosendale was great. | hope to be
back next year, with a new group of students.

See you then!

“Home” “Rosendale Rock”
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Where would you go to get historically corredbima-
tion about the manufacturer of the cement usebdémiortar in
that restoration project you are thinking of bidglon? One possi-
ble source for such information is the Century HoHsstorical
Society.

The Society is located in New York State, in tharhef
the region that was once the most prolific prodwfekmerican
Natural Cement. During most of the 150 years inclwvhAmerican
natural cement was produced, the Rosendale CeRagidn in
Ulster County, N.Y., led the way. Millions of balsef this prod-
uct made its way to market taking advantage ofrdresportation
links provided by the Delaware & Hudson Canal, kthelson
River and the Wallkill Valley Railroad. Rosendalaswsuch a
leader in cement production that Rosendale censmhbkcome
the generic name for American-made natural cemematter
where it was manufactured.

Museum

Rosendale Natural Cement from Ulster County, NY used in the building of some of the most endulamgimarks of the
nation. The Brooklyn Bridge, the pedestal of that&t of Liberty, the Croton Aqueduct and dams,r@iional system of coastal
fortifications, and thousands of public works dwit start underground in the cement mines of UlStunty.

Today, cement kilns, cement mines, foundation rofrthe cement mills, horse drawn tram tracks, @amhl slips located
on the roughly 19-acre portion of the Snyder Esgateinds owned by the Century House Historical &gaan be visited. At the
Snyder Estate one can visit the cavernous Widow Béine located within the 32 square-mile belt aheat stone between High
Falls and Kingston, N.Y., where it was often sdidttust as much went on underground as above drdure local cement mines

have been put to many adaptive uses: mushroonvaulti
tion, trout farming, water supply, cold storage $areet
corn and records storage. Today the Widow Jane klioe
vides an exciting venue for historic interpretatamwell as
a well-known location for special events. Musicidiase
recorded in the mine because of its exceptionalsters.

The remains of the industry that flourished herenfiore
than 140 years surrounds the Century House HistioBio-
ciety’s collections, archives, and Museum. The Syt
Museum and the Snyder Carriage and Sleigh Collectfe
fer visitors an opportunity to learn about the ditistory of
the Rosendale Cement Region and the times andnadirso
ties of this great industry. In addition to theuksy exhibits,
the museum mounts special exhibits each year. ar |
scape is distinctive and the history is unique.

The manufacture of cement in Rosendale, both naduach

Portland, ended in 1971. Concerns were raised lagvio

and whom would preserve the important contributioasie
to the building of the nation by the cement industthe Cen-
tury House Historical Society continues to meetdhallenge.
The all volunteer membership organization is deditdo the history of the American cement indusitiyartered by the New York
State Board of Regents, the organization was awlaadeAbsolute Charter in 2000, having met theiondgis standards. The mission
of the Society is to gather, preserve, display ma#te available for study artifacts, relics, bookanuscripts, papers, photographs

Widow Jane Mine
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and other records and materials. It holds IRS f@&xt non profit status. Membership is open to aeywith a like interest in the
mission and members receive the Natural News, tlaeterly publication of the Society.

In 1992 the roughly 300-acre Snyder Estate NatDeshent Historic District, in recognition of its sifjcance in American
history and culture was listed on the State Regddtélistoric Places under the provisions of that&Historic Preservation Act of
1980 and on the National Register of Historic Psameder provisions of the National Historic Prea@ipn Act of 1966.

The Society has a growing library of books, boakland trade magazines relating to the cement & iidustry, both in
its manufacture as well as its use. The Societylads an ever-expanding collection of referencesri@trelated to the geology of
cement regions though out the United States anadzan

The Society is interested in growing its colleciaf cement and lime related items. Of particulamtgrest are items from
the 19th and early 20th century.

Some interesting items in the Society’s Collections

~ A collection of early 19th century letters weittto and by Canvass White (the patentee of Amefitatural Cement)
and his younger brother Hugh White, Isaac C. Jamism English Portland Cement pioneer), Philipis#r(a Lime & Plaster
manufacturer in central New York), and many otletters written by those who helped build the esrfsastructure of the United
States.

~ Collections of advertisements and invoices feament, lime, and plaster manufacturers and dedess Company re-
cords (ledgers, operating and sales records, bhiepadvertisements and payroll books) from sdveatural cement, Portland ce-
ment and Lime companies.

~ A cement bag collection; cloth, paper, and pa3te oldest cement bag in the collection isadihcbag from the Con-
solidated Rosendale Cement Co. dated 1909.

~ A Newspaper clipping collection that considtshard-copy clippings and a selection of actualsgapers that contain
cement related advertisements. One of the eadieshples is a 1822 Philadelphia newspaper contpainadvertisement for
“Whites Patent Hydraulik Cement”. The Society ad$fers an Internet portal of digitized newspap&hares.

~ Stereo View cards of mining operations.

This year the Society is undertaking an ambitionagget of major repairs to several of its buildingse most important
will be stabilizing and re-roofing the Museum antctiives building. The Century House Historical 8btclooks forward to wel-
coming Rosendale Natural Cement back to the Sriysgiate when it will be used to make repairs taaesbuilding wall.

This article first appeared
in the Summer/Fall 2007 issue of
Traditional Masonry. We hope
that the appearance of this arti-
cle, which follows an article on
American Natural Cement in the
Spring issue of TM, will interest
some in the preservation industry
to support the Society . [editor]

A Quarterly Magazine for the Masonry Preservationig

www.traditionalmasonry.com Inside Museum
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Rosendale Geology and cement historyllWwnove center stage at the Geological Society ofwer-
ica’s Annual Meeting in Denver Colorado.

AMERICA'S FINEST NATURAL CEMENT: THE HISTORY AND
ECONOMIC GEOLOGY OF THE ROSENDALE NATURAL CEMENT
REGION, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK

Paper No. 234-29 Presentation Time:1:30 PM-5:30 PM

BURMEISTER, Kurtis C. , Dept. of Geosciences, Univ. of the Pacific, 36@tific Ave, Stockton, CA
95211, kburmeister@pacific.,edu and WERNER, Diefriéntury House Historical Society,
668 Route 213, P.O. Box 150, Rosendale, NY 12472

The historical Rosendale region, in the central $¢udValley of southeastern New York
State is widely recognized as the source of thedsgquality natural cement in North Amer-
ica. The North American natural cement industry Weamded in 1819 by Canvass White in
central New York, but soon shifted to Rosendalereliteflourished for over 150 years. By
the end of the 19th century, the superior qualitResendale natural cement was known
worldwide and was actively used in the constructbmany of America's most enduring
landmarks, including the Brooklyn Bridge and thelgstal of the Statue of Liberty. Rosen-
dale natural cement's reputation stems from theposition of the clay-rich dolostone from
which it was manufactured. This dolostone was ekhusing room-and-pillar techniques from straitiivw
the Rosendale and Whiteport Members of the Upgdari& Rondout Formation. In the central Hudson-Val
ley, these strata are strongly deformed by thiaugits and fault-related folds within the northerpp&lachian
foreland fold-thrust belt. Thus, the historical ewworkings created by Rosendale natural cemensingare
truly something of an engineering marvel. Indebd,unique bedrock exposures provided by the mmései
Rosendale region have long attracted the atteofigeologists for research and education. The toiu
process of natural cement transformed extracteostimte into barrels of cement through a labor-siten
process involving calcination in kilns, crackingdagrinding. Barrels of natural cement producethaRo-
sendale region were quickly shipped at competjpivees via the Delaware and Hudson Canal, whicbctiy
connected the Rosendale natural cement region jr stapping avenues. This is an abstract of theep#o

be presented.

Prof. Burmeister

Fall Clean-Up Day

Sunday, October 28
10 AM—3 PM

The Society needs your help to get the Snyder &sgatdy for the

winter season. Lots of fun projects for all! Bringcovered dish to

P share and EAT BIG! This important effort helpsbistton up and

1#$ % & ready the grounds for the winter. Members and @iseof the Soci-

' ety are all welcome. Contact the Society to telyas are coming.

H# 11 It is a great opportunity to meet others who aterasted in our his-
tory and historic site.
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Rosendale Cement Sold in Philadelphia

Engraving of Smith & Bro.’s Lime Depot on the backof a company envelope. Note the sign above the Fton
Street side of the building. “LIME, ROSENDALE AND ROMAN CEMENT” [CHHS collections]

The advertising cover
(above) and the invoice (right) )
show that the Philadelphia firm of
Edwin A. Smith and Brothers sold
Rosendale cement. It is interesting jo
note that Smith advertised not only

@ o

that he sold cement, but that he sol

Edwin A. Smith & Bro. invoice 1860s [CHHS collectins]

Rendering of north facade of the Second Bank, Phita
delphia, PA., attributed to William Strickland, c. 1840.
Independence National Historical Park Archives

Rosendale Cement. The invoice states that Edw&mih &
Bro. were the successors to Charles Shepard Siviétknow
that Charles Shepard Smith was a cement dealthre INora-
vian Achieves there is a invoice from Charles She@mith,
dated 1854, for cement purchased by the Morgs@minary
for Young Ladies at Bethlehem, Northampton CouR#, In
this instance we do not know what project the Mi@asemi-
nary might have used that cement

There is another Pennsylvania buildthg Second
Bank, located in Philadelphia, completed in 1824d sn 1844
to the United States which converted the banktimadPhiladel-
phia Customs House.
The building is now a part of the National Parkv&zs Inde-
pendence National Historic Park. Among the INH”haues for
1865 there is an account of expenses for matenalsservices
rendered. One of these items, as noted in a fett@r Superin-
tendent John Reir to acting Assistant ArchitecBBrtly, and

paid on March 1st, 1865 was ‘Lime cement’, purcbdsem Edwin A. Smith costing $515.45.



NATURANEWS 10

Vist us at our Booth
at the

BLUE STONE

FESTIVAL

Sun Oct 7
Noon—6PM
Kingston, NY
Cornell Building
East Strand

(across from the
Trolley Museum) E&D Bigalow 5 cents scrip 1862 HBS collection

For several years the city of Kingshas celebrated the Blue Stone industry. Musidj fead special
attractions at the Rondout area museums. The Vrlleseum, the Maritime Museum and Urban Cultural
Center will all be destinations for those interdsteour past. The Society will have a booth seinughe Cor-
nell Building which is across from the trolley dretRondout Creek. So don'’t forget to stop andnsip.

1#$ |
() *!'!+ $," "-$ 1% &'
)" % 0 1 *11+2

The Century House Historical Society ftaned forces with the City Reliquary Museum &or exhibit
of images and artifacts that show some of the ncanpections between Rosendale and the metropalitan
The Society has loaned items from its collectioms archives to make this exhibit possible. Onénefunique
features of the exhibit will bicycle tours from tMaseum to various buildings and structures whiehnenbuilt
with Rosendale cement. The City Reliquary MuseuRtssendale Cement exhibit will open on Saturday, Oc
tober 20. The Museum is located at 370 Metropoltaenue in Brooklyn, NY. For more information call
718-782-4842 or check out the museum at www.cityualy.org For Society members who live in thetide
area be sure to stop and visit and let them knawaye a Society member.

The City Reliquary Museum at 370 Metropolitan Exhibit of Statue of Liberty images [Base built vRosendale
Ave., Brooklyn, NY Cement] in the City Reliquary Museum
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Ken Roosa—photographer & owner Roosa’s Grocery Deceber 1978

Moylen’s Funeral Home—moved to route 32 May 1976

Do You Remember?
All Photos by Ken Roosa. Color slides copied by Cesl-Walsh

Gussie Roosa—December 1978

Main Street Bicentennial Parade Summer of 1976 Maice Hinchey center

Main Street—August 1979

Fall 1975-George Montgomery-Billy Guldy-Todd Samarain
car. Vote for Billy Guldy Village Trustee
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