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American Natural Cement Conference  ~  Washington, DC     2006 

Smithsonian Institution   Pension Office Leya Edison in US Capital Building 

Shepherdstown Cement Co Office Mill Stone @ Shepherdstown Cement Rock Quarry @ Shepherdstown 

Round Top Cement Co. Kilns Round Top Cement Co.  2nd mill Round Top Cement Co.  1st mill 

              The 2nd American Natural Cement Confer-
ence gave attendees the opportunity to visit buildings 
in  Washington, DC that were built with Natural Ce-
ment. We were able to tour the Smithsonian and the 
Pension Office as well as attend several cement pro-
grams in the United States Capital Building. The visits 
to the Smithsonian and Pension Office were special 
treats as both are currently closed to the public due to  
renovations.  The close of our first day in Washington, 
DC was a dinner during which Cynthia Field, Office of 
Architectural History & Historic Preservation, Smit h-
sonian Institution was the guest speaker.   
              On Friday, our 2nd day, two bus loads (with 
Chris Robinson and Peter Dessaur from the NPS) 
headed for the Cement works in Shepherdstown, WV. 
Upon arrival in Shepherdstown we were give a cement mine, mill and kiln tour.  We then 
headed for the War Memorial Building where we were greeted by Mayor Peter Wilson. Here 
we heard a presentation by Dr. Kurtis Burmiester on the geology of the cement region.  Dr. Jo-

hannes Weber, Dr. David Hughes, and Renata Vyskocilova built up our appetite with lectures on Roman Cements.  After a 
super buffet lunch at the Hill Top House in Harpers Ferry we visited Harpers Ferry where Ken Uracius gave us a Natural 
Cement Mortar and Stucco demonstration.  For those who two days and nights of cement, cement    [continued on page 12]     

Sink Hole at  
Round Top Cement Co. Mine 

Kurt Burmiester, Renata Vyskocilova, Mike Edi-
son, Johannes Weber & John Wash  @ Round 

Top Cement Co. Mine 
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Red Hook Library 
Built with Rosendale Cement 

             In October, 1864, as the battles of the American 
civil war were still raging in the South, Allen Barringer 
Hendricks began building a home just south of the four 
corners in the heart of the village of Red Hook.  
             Hendricks, Hoffman and Massonneua were Red 
Hook families that were associated in the Tobacco trade, 
manufacturing cigars, chewing tobacco and snuff. In 
1850 J & P Hendricks made over one million cigars and 
about 200,000 pounds of chewing tobacco. Tobacco, like 
cement, had its brand names. Red Hook chewing tobacco 
was sold under brand names and trade logos such as 
“Deer Head,” “Eagle,”  “Red Hook,” and “Yellow Spot.” 

The Red Hook and 
red bucket tobacco 
logo continued to 
be available long 
after a Pennsyl-
vania firm bought 
the Red Hook To-
bacco company in 
the early 1930s. 
             W h e n 
Hendricks decided 
to build his home 
he settled on two unique features. The architectural Style 
and the building material.  
              The Red Hook Library published a little booklet 
in 1998 to commemorate 100 years of service. A descrip-
tion from that booklet follows.  “The octagonal library 
was a landmark from the beginning of its existence. Fish-
kill author and phrenologist, Orson Squire Fowler, had 
popularized this form of dwelling in the mid-19th century 
in his book, A Home For All. The ten-room house was 
built of poured concrete made from cement from Rosen-
dale in Ulster County and covered with stucco. Built into 
the side of a hill, it is three stories in the back and two in 
the front. The original kitchen and dining areas were on 
the bottom floor opening out to a garden in the back. The 
main living rooms were on the first floor with four bed-

rooms on the top floors. The roof was decorated with a 
“blind” cupola through which the original chimney ex-
tended. It was unusable, but as with some of the false 
windows on the building, was added for design. The 
original roof was slate. The porch roof was supported 
with round iron pillars and replaced later with wooden 
columns.”  
             A year and two months later, December 1865, 
the building was completed. It was to be Allen Hendricks 
home till his death at the age of 93 having lived a little 
more than 6o years in his sturdy octagon house made 
with Rosendale cement.  
              After Allen Hendricks death the building re-
mained unoccupied for several years until the building 
was purchased from his heirs by the Red Hook Public Li-

brary in 1935.    
             Before em-
barking on architec-
tural design Fowler  
lectured and pub-
lished books titled 
‘Memory and Intel-
lectual  Inspira-
tion’ (1844) and 
’Matrimony; or Phre-
nology Applied to 
the Selection of 
Companions’ (1842).  
The full title of  
Orson Fowler ’s  
book, which he pub-
lished in 1848, was 
‘A Home for All; or 
a Gravel Wall and 
Octagon Mode of 
Building.’ Of par-
ticular note is that 
Fowler claimed that 
the “gravel-wall con-
struction” (what we 

would today call poured 
concrete) made the octagon 
house cheaper to build.  
             Several thousand 
homes were built during the 
1850s and 1860s based on 
Fowler’s design. Most, 
however, were built of 
wood or brick rather than 
poured concrete. Some of 
the Octagon houses were 
really big. Fowler’s own 
home in Fishkill, NY (no 
longer extant) had sixty 
rooms.  [DEW] 

Red Hook Tobacco 
 products logo 

Drawing of Red Hook Library by Dennis Griffin. From  The Red Hook Public Library 1898-1998 

Orson S. Fowler 1809-1889 
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1911 Hoffman & Co Invoice     Note Red Hook & Deer Head brands     [CHHS collection] 

1822 Advertisement for Cement Found          
             Cement manufactured in America had its origin along 
the route of the Erie Canal in central New York. After  Canvass 
White’s return  from England he discovered in, 1818, Limestone 
suitable for the manufacture of hydraulic cement.  
              Lee Oxford,  a dealer in old newspapers located in Salis-
bury MD, noticed that there was an advertisement for White’s 
Patent Hydraulick Cement in the July 24, 1822 issue of  Poul-
son’s American Daily Advertiser. Paulson’s was a Daily  news-
paper published in Philadelphia, PA. The Society was able to ac-
quire this newspaper and add it to its collections of items related 
to the early American cement industry. 
              Canvass White was not only a canal engineer, cement 
manufacturer, but also an aggressive marketer of his Patent Ce-
ment. Prior to White’s discovery in 1818,  hydraulic cement was 
imported from Europe and known as Roman Cement. In 1822, 
the year of this advertisement, the Erie canal was not yet in op-
eration. White’s cement was made in Chittenengo necessitating a 
long arduous haul to Albany where the cement could then be 
transported via the Hudson river to market.  The opening of the 
eastern section Erie Canal in 1823 greatly enhanced White’s abil-
ity to market his cement. 
              It is interesting to note that directions for the proper use 
of the cement was included. This is a tradition which is still fol-
lowed today. Buy a bag of cement and directions for use are 
printed on each bag. [DEW]    
                

July 24, 1822.  
Advertisement for Canvass White’s Patent Hydraulick Cement. 

In  Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser.  Philadelphia, Pa.  
Vol. LL No. 14,245.  [CHHS Collection] 
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Continued from page 7.   and more cement was not enough 
Saturday must have been the high point  of the conference. 
Conference attendees had the hard choice of going either to 
the NatioanlPark Service Historic Preservation Training 
Center in Frederick for a ’Hands-On” workshop or for a visit 
to the Round Top Cement Company mines, kilns and mill in 
Hancock, MD.   A few Round Top Cement Co. items from the 
Society’s collections. A. Envelope, used in 1871, with corner 
card listing Agents selling Round Top Cement. B.,C., and D. are 
invoices dated 1880, 1881 and 1884 for cement & salt sold to 
Bechtol & Johnson, merchants in Berkely Springs, WV. 

Society Member Donates 
Group of Cement Maps 

              Society member Horace Compton, who lives in 
Leeds, AL., has donated to the Society a group of survey 
maps of the Catskill Cement Company. This cement Com-
pany located just south of Catskill, in Greene County, NY 
was one of the early Portland Cement Companies to oper-
ate in the Mid Hudson River Valley Area.    
 
List of Alpha Cement Co. Catskill, NY Plant maps donated by 
Horace Compton to the Society. 
 
1. Map A Showing Uplands of Catskill Cement Co. 1899 
2. Map A6-778  May 6, 1915, Revisions:  7-29-1959, 9-12-

1960. 
3. Map A6-815  Jan 6, 1916, Revisions: Oct 1921, 1-28-

1958. 
4. Map A6-815  Jan 6, 1916, Revisions: Oct 1921, 1-28-

1958, 9-4-1962. 
5. Map A6-2086  April 6, 1954, Revisions:  1-7-1955,  
       1-10-1955, 12-27-1957.             2 copies. 
6. Map A6-3354  Grant of land under water Sep 1961. 

NYDPW Map B 2 copies. 
7. Map A6-3355  Grant of land under water Sep 1961. 

NYDPW Map A  
8. Map A6-3356  Grant of land under water Sep 1961. 

NYDPW Map A  

Birds eye view of Alpha ( formerly Catskill Cement Co.) Cement Plant in Catskill c1910 

A 

B 

D 

C 
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